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Nothing should give me more pleasure than to write a few words of affectionate praise for 

North Carlton Railway Neighbourhood House where I am happily teaching creative writ-

ing each Tuesday. 

 

To me Railway House is the oasis you need in a conventional society where the ordinary 

citizen can find it virtually impossible to find comfort due to isolation and the inabil-

ity to write, read, garden in peace. 

 

The friendliness of the staff is extraordinary in respect of the tenor of the times we live 

in where obliqueness and machismo and brute force are what one expects. Where else can 

you venture these days and find such effortless welcome and trust, where you may join 

in a hundred different things and realize there actually is a place for you where you 

shall be encouraged as opposed to the usual put downs. 

 

I find the place Utopian and for years have discussed ideas, conducted interviews for 

publications and written books there, and am now teaching creative literature once a 

week in the most tranquil situation imaginable; with gum trees to write with me by the 

way, and working with new writers every week in an atmosphere of unpretentious peace 

and quiet unavailable elsewhere. 

 

Barry Dickins 

Resident Creative Writing Teacher 

October 2018  
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

The last twelve months (2017/18) has seen a re-
newed emphasis by the Committee of Management 
(COM) on establishing the governance arrangements 
required to ensure that the expanded program of 
activities planned for the Railway House can be 
achieved. 

The first step in this process was the development of 
a new constitution or set of rules for the Railway 
House as required under the Associations Incorpora-
tion Reform Act 2012.  A proposed set of rules rec-
ommended by the COM were endorsed by a Special 
Meeting of the members of the Railway House on 16 
May 2018, and subsequently registered with Con-
sumer Affairs Victoria on 29 May 2018.  These rules 
are widely used by non-for-profit organisations in 
Victoria and offer various legal protections for the 
Railway House.  

The new rules clearly set out the purposes of the as-
sociation, which are:  

 To create and strengthen connections across the 
neighbourhood 

 To provide accessible and equitable opportunities 
for gaining new skills and to support lifelong 
learning and wellbeing 

 To encourage community participation, advocacy 
and social action on individual and community 
issues 

The second phase of the COM governance review 
has been to update the policies and procedures that 
apply at the Railway House. Policies reviewed this 
year include: Child Safety Policy, Code of Conduct, 
Volunteer Policy and Recruitment Policy.  

Participants in the Railway House will have seen an 
increase in the range of activities this year including 
the involvement of the VCAL students from Princes 
Hill Secondary College. Alison will expand on these 
activities in her report (see Manager’s report). 
Achieving this increase in participation and involve-
ment is a significant objective for the House. 

A major forward-looking project for the Railway 
House has been work in relation to the re-purposing 
of the bocce court.  After an extensive community 
consultation process by the City of Yarra, Council vot-
ed to convert the bocce court area to a shared grow-
ing space with the retention of 1 lane for bocce,  or 
like use.  The draft design will be exhibited on site 

over a four-week period.  A subcommittee of the 
COM are managing the project and lease require-
ments with the assistance of community members 
with expertise in various aspects of this process. The 
Gardening Group Report provides further details.   

The Railway Neighbourhood House finished the year 
in a sound financial position and is well placed to 
proceed with its plans for the New Year. The House 
continues to be funded and supported by the City of 
Yarra, the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices and Adult Community and Further Education 
and we thank them for their support and for work-
ing with our community. 

Staff have worked hard to identify and introduce 
new programs during the year and their efforts are 
greatly appreciated by our community. The Railway 
House has a friendly buzz about it this year and 
credit must go to the staff.  I would also like to thank 
the volunteers and tutors who help make the House 
such a focal point of activity for the neighbourhood. 

Finally I would like to thank the Committee of Man-
agement for their work during the year in giving up 
their time to help the House operate effectively.  I 
particularly want to acknowledge the work of retir-
ing committee members, Jeff Atkinson, Jayne Gar-
naut and Jane Miller, for their contribution over a 
number of years serving on the COM.  

 

Ken Gardner 
Chairperson  
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MANAGER’S REPORT 

After more than 30 years in operation, North Carlton 
Railway Neighbourhood House continues to be an 
important asset to the Princes Hill community. Open 
four days a week from 9am – 5pm for community 
members to access its programs and services, the 
House is an accessible, inclusive and welcoming 
place where all community members are valued and 
made to feel welcome, regardless of their back-
ground or ability. 

Railway House is also well used in the evenings and 
on weekends by groups such as the Friends of Public 
Housing, Motu Taim (previously the Pacific Women’s 
Weaving Circle), Havana Palava Street Band, Carlton 
Gardens Probus, U3A and the Homebrew Veranda 
Singers. It continues to be a popular venue for birth-
day parties and celebrations on weekends.      

Princes Hill is a small but diverse neighbourhood with 
people from a range of socio-economic and cultural 
backgrounds, and people in different life stages, liv-
ing in close proximity to one another. By providing a 
range of low-cost or free programs and activities that 
are accessible to everyone no matter what their per-
sonal circumstances, Railway House plays an im-
portant role in supporting community wellbeing and 
social inclusion. It also plays an important role in 
bringing community members together and breaking 
down barriers, fostering a strong sense of social co-
hesion across different demographics that is quite 
unique.  
 
Following a community consultation earlier this year 
and a unanimous vote by councillors to enable us to 
transform the disused Bocce Courts into a neigh-
bourhood garden, we are looking forward to the op-
portunity in the future to further enhance our capac-
ity to strengthen community wellbeing and connect-
edness through garden related activities.     

It has been a busy year at Railway House with the 
introduction of many new initiatives including a 
‘book swap’, the development of a new website, 
practical improvements to the House and its sur-
rounds, end of term lunch outings for community 
lunch participants and the introduction of one on 
one English Language tutoring.  

We have developed our volunteer program this year 
and, as a result of connecting with the University of 

Melbourne, had a number of younger volunteers join 
Railway House this year to assist with our after 
school children’s programs. Through St. Michael’s 
Church in Princes Hill, we now also have a volunteer 
teaching sewing to a small group of women who re-
side at the housing estate opposite the House. 

Thanks to Dimattina Coffee Roasters, Railway House 
also now has a coffee cart in operation, with VCAL 
students from Princes Hill Secondary College serving 
coffee three mornings a week. Program participants, 
such as those attending Inclusive Yoga on Monday 
mornings, can often now be seen enjoying a coffee 
together after their class, strengthening relationships 
between community members. This year has seen a 
growth in the development of the partnership be-
tween Railway House and Princes Hill Secondary Col-
lege. The students are involved in a variety of activi-
ties, from gardening to delivering food that is collect-
ed at Railway House for the Salvation Army Asylum 
Seeker Service, and we are very grateful to the stu-
dents and teachers for their assistance with these 
tasks. I would like to thank Sue Tyrie, VCAL Coordina-
tor, for initiating and facilitating the partnership be-
tween Railway House and Princes Hill Secondary Col-
lege. It has been terrific to have these young people 
around the House and their involvement has been 
well received by older community members, many of 
whom have reported that they enjoy the interaction 
with young people. 

2018 has seen the introduction of several new pro-
grams and newly formed partnerships, resulting in 
increased participation by children and young peo-
ple. Thanks to funding from the Inner North Founda-
tion (through the Young Changemakers Program 
funded by Bendigo Bank) and the RE Ross Trust, we 
have been able to run several new after-school pro-
grams at low or no cost, enabling children from low-
income families to participate in after school recrea-
tional activities. We were also able to run free activi-
ties for children during the Easter School Holidays 
thanks to this funding. As a result of a new partner-
ship formed earlier this year with Yarra Youth Ser-
vices, we have also been engaging more with the lo-
cal young people residing at the public housing es-
tate across from Railway House, providing a weekly 
drop-in session run by a Youth Worker.  

Continued…. 
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2018 also saw Railway House run several new pro-
grams for adults, including two pre-accredited 
courses funded by ACFE (Adult Community and Fur-
ther Education) aimed at helping local unemployed 
adults to gain some work skills. An Introduction to 
Hospitality course was held in Term 1 this year, and 
a Skills for Administration and Reception course in 
Terms 1 and 2 was also conducted for a small num-
ber of students. We will run these courses again 
should there be further interest in the community.   

We have seen a gradual increase this year in en-
gagement by men, with the Art Class, Cooking Class, 
Bike Riding Group and Table Tennis all attracting a 
significant number of male participants. Male partic-
ipation in Neighbourhood Houses is traditionally 
much lower than that of females and we hope that 
this is the beginning of a new chapter at Railway 
House.   

The Railway House Strategic Plan 2017-2021 states 
that “In our work at Railway House, staff, tutors, 
group leaders and volunteers aim for Trust, Hones-
ty, Respect, Fairness, Inclusion and High Standards”, 
values which I see being embraced every day by 
staff, tutors and volunteers. I would like to sincerely 
thank Tania Jorquera, Lisa Claiborne and Jeff Coley 
for their hard work, commitment and authentic en-
gagement with the community, and I would also like 
to thank all our program tutors for their work. It is a 
testament to their expertise and the good relation-
ships they have with class participants that our pro-
grams are so well received by the community.    

We are also very fortunate to have a large number 
of volunteers giving of their time to help in the run-
ning of Railway House. My sincere thanks to the 
Committee of Management for their dedication and 
professional approach in governing the House and 
to the many other volunteers who assist with our 
programs and activities. In particular, I would like to 
thank local resident Mary Egan, who has been at the 
helm of our Learning Club on Mondays after school 
for more than 10 years, and Pam Tuffield who goes 
above and beyond by not only leading the monthly 
bus trip and taking a lead role at community lunch-
es, but also regularly assists individual community 
members on a personal level.  

I have gained a new appreciation this year of the 
important role that Neighbourhood Houses play in 
bringing people together, breaking down barriers 
and providing a sense of belonging to those that 

 

"Coming to Railway House group activities are the 

highlights of my week.  The social interaction is 

great and activity leaders are a delight - generous 

and inspiring people. I've been attending Choir for 

5 years now and it's especially rewarding. Though 

small, we are a tightly connected group who have 

flourished this year under the enthusiastic leader-

ship of Flip. We sing (very sweetly) and we laugh a 

lot. We sang at the Yarra neighbourhoods round-

up at the Fitzroy Town Hall recently - Music from 

the Heart - and enjoyed meeting up with other 

members of this thriving network. All in all, Rail-

way House plays and important role in my well-

being , providing stimulating activities and new 

learning and valued social links with other mem-

bers." 

 

Carolyn Ilsley 

need it. Railway House is a special place to many 
people and I feel very privileged to work with all 
who are part of its community. 

 

Alison Beck 

Manager 
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OUR PEOPLE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Volunteer Program Leader  

Alison Beck Manager 

Lisa Claiborne Administrator 

Jeff Coley Financial Administrator 

Tania Jorquera Community Development 

Nancy Pollock Cleaner 

Office Staff 

Committee of Management  

Ken Gardner Chairperson 

Dianne Kouvelis Secretary 

Richard Lasek Treasurer (until Feb 2018) 

Medhat Koloda Treasurer (from Mar 2018) 

Jeff Atkinson Committee Member 

Jenny Gardner Committee Member 

Jayne Garnaut Committee Member 

Jane Miller Committee Member 

Fiona Ross Committee Member 

Jack Verdins Committee Member 

Tim Beacham Computer Class 

Lou Barbon Elliot Kids’ Art House 

Flip Case Choir 

Alissia Charalambous Youth Drop In 

Damian Curtain Art Class 

Mary Egan* Learning Club 

Helen Hadiyan Kids Karate 

Sandra Hatzis* Knitting Circle 

Simone Litchfield Inclusive Yoga 

Jen Mounir Indoor Exercise for 
Women 
Tai Chi 
Fun & Fitness for Girls 

Shede Olukhale Soccer Clinic 

Pam Tuffield* Bus Trip 

Program Leaders  

Jack Verdins 

Jenny & Ken Gardner 

Jayne Garnaut & Pam 

Tuffield 
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OUR PEOPLE (Continued)  
 Volunteers  

Grace Apa General Help 

Annette Atkinson Learning Club 

Frank Benjamin Recycling Program 

Robin Benjamin Learning Club 

Martyn Brogan Bus Driver 

Elizabeth Chu Learning Club 

Alma Claiborne English Language Tutor 

Suzanne Davies Sewing Teacher 

Sue Egan General Help 

Finlay Fitzgerald-Coley Learning Club 

Anita Hannaford Learning Club 

Veronica Harrison Garden 

Monica Haverkamp Garden 

Geoff Hopkins 
Learning Club & Soccer 
Clinic 

Craig King Garden 

Baan Mekhael Kids’ Art House 

Teresa Miller Garden 

Alison Nankervis Learning Club 

Sue Nicol Garden 

Pat O’Riley Community Lunch 

Celina Oddenes Soccer Clinic 

Trish Perlen Learning Club 

Rosie Ridings Community Lunch 

Cynthia Seah Learning Club 

Eileen Sheridan Garden 

Ron Thomson General Help 

Elizabeth Wielga Community Lunch   

Andrew Wilson Food Collection 

David Woods Trivia Night 

Mitchell Yap Soccer Clinic 

Jackey Ye Soccer Clinic 

Yulin Ye Learning Club 

Carissa Yoon Learning Club 

We sincerely thank our volunteers for giving so generously of their time and energy.   
Railway House wouldn’t be the  place it is without you. 
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Two dear members of our community lost their lives this year.  

Di McGain, a long-standing and much-loved member of our choir and knitting group, died in February.  

Four months later we were shocked and deeply saddened by the death of Eurydice Dixon, the beautiful 

daughter of our neighbour and former Committee Member Jeremy.  

We will remember Di and Ridi with love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Di McGain 

21 July 1943—7 February 2018 

Eurydice Dixon 

10 November 1995—13 June 2018 

IN MEMORIAM 



 

 

  

8 

 

Learn & Create  

Art Class 

Community Choir (Railway Ramblers)  

Cooking Class: Around the Table 

Computer Classes 

Knitting Circle 

Make, Do, Mend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Fitness  

Folks on Spokes Cycling Group 

Inclusive Yoga  

Indoor Exercise for Women 

Table Tennis  

Tai Chi for Health  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids & Teenagers  

Community Drop-In Playgroup 

Fun & Fitness for Girls  

Karate for Kids  

Kickstart Soccer Clinic 

Kids’ Art House  

Learning Club 

Youth Drop-In  

School Holiday activities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Activities  

Bus Trip for Seniors  

Community Lunch  

Gardening Group 

 

OUR PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 
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July 2017   

Lygon Street Nursery Presentation: Indoor 

Plant Selection and Care  

 

August 2017   

Knitting and Art Exhibition 

 

October 2017    

Trivia Night Fundraiser 

 

November 2017  

Annual General Meeting 

 

December 2017  

Christmas Mini Market 

 

December 2017  

End of Year Party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS  
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March 2018   

Neighbour Day Celebration 

 

March 2018   

Lygon Street Nursery Presentation: Garden-

ing in Small Spaces 

 

April 2018   

Councillor Daniel Ngyuen, Mayor of City of 

Yarra, visits Railway House 

 

April 2018   

City of Yarra Neighbourhood Houses MOU 

(Memorandum of Understanding) Launch 

at Richmond Town Hall 

 

May 2018   

Volunteer Lunch to mark Volunteer Week 

SPECIAL EVENTS  
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The Committee of Management at the North Carl-
ton Railway Neighbourhood House has supported 
a sub-committee to endorse and support the work 
of Friends of Public Housing Victoria (FOPHV). 
FOPHV is a grassroots organisation made up of 
public tenants and supporters of Public Housing 
who want it to remain as a public asset in public 
hands.  

FOPHV evolved as a response to ongoing actions 
planned for large amounts of Public Housing to be 
privatised, often at the expense and suffering of 
existing public housing tenants. The amount of 
Public Housing available is already woefully inade-
quate in meeting the increasing demand. The 
waiting list in Victoria stands at 35,000- but this is 
the number of applications. The actual number of 
people in need of housing is far greater. The 
waiting list applications break down into 58,000 
adults and 25,000 children.  

Privatisation of Public Housing has been insidious, 
and instead of open debate, we have had succes-
sive state governments across Australia handing 
over Public Housing - management and/or titles - 
to organisations called 'Community Housing' aka 
Social Housing. Decisions are being made behind 
closed doors, and powerful interest groups are 
involved. No government has been given a man-
date to dispose of an essential public asset in this 
way - often impossible to reverse – while effec-
tively keeping the general public and the public 
tenants themselves in the dark.  

Our role has been to draw attention to these     
issues via a number of activities:   

 Support by participation with a number of 
“protest” groups such as the Public Housing De-
fence Network, and Hands Off Public Housing 

 Participation in, and support of public 
meetings organised by tenant groups, and in 
some cases surrounding councils 

 Briefing of politicians, often unaware of the 
differences between Public Housing and Com-
munity Housing 

 Onsite visits to estates to support tenants 
through briefings, and introductions to support-
ers of Public Housing such as community legal 
services  

 Political lobbying and advocacy in collaboration 
with other groups in the defense of public 
housing.   

 
To find out more please visit our blog: 
www.savepublichousing.blogspot.com.au   
 
And visit us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/FOPHVIC 
 
Jack Verdins 
Fiona Ross 
Richard Lasek 

FRIENDS OF PUBLIC HOUSING  

http://www.savepublichousing.blogspot.com.au
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2017-2018 saw multiple enhancements to Railway 

House which have improved our accessibility, 

safety and appearance.   

Early in the year, we were pleased to receive a 

brand new sign for the south side of the building.  

This sign is an improvement on the old one – with 

a new colour scheme, font, and City of Yarra logo.  

We have asked City of Yarra if we can have one for 

the north side of the building along the bike path – 

stay tuned!   

 

This year also saw the removal of some unwanted 

trees around Railway House.  The dead tree in 

front of the Pavilion was removed, making way for 

some new plantings in the garden bed by both the 

VCAL students and the gardening group.  We cur-

rently have some new citrus trees taking root 

there.   

A few months later, a very large shrub was re-

moved from the south side of the building.  This 

was identified by Council arborists as a weed, and 

we have been delighted not only by how much 

light now gets into the computer room, but by 

how much more of the building’s beautiful façade 

can be seen now.   

Next, we were fortunate enough to receive a new 

split system air conditioner in the Pavilion.  This 

will make a significant difference to the comfort of 

users of the room; in the summer it can be intoler-

ably hot!  The old gas heater has been removed, 

making way for the possibility of some additional 

storage cupboards at some stage.   

Council also installed a new blackboard for us, to 

replace our dilapidated noticeboard.  The new 

blackboard has been a great addition, allowing us 

to write the daily program and also to use it for 

special news and notices.   

Another improvement to our environment was 

the addition of a “No Standing” zone on Solly Ave-

nue to prevent parked vehicles from blocking the 

access path.  Previously, vehicles were allowed to 

park across the pathway, hindering access, partic-

ularly for those who might be mobility impaired or 

pushing prams.   

Lastly, we asked for, and received, new toilet sign-

age to help visitors locate our toilets; the location 

of which is often a source of confusion.   

It’s been an exciting year seeing some of these im-

provements take shape at Railway House, and we 

look forward to further similar projects next year.  

We would like to thank the City of Yarra for work-

ing with us to make these improvements possible.  

   

Lisa Claiborne 
Administrator 
 

 

PRACTICAL IMPROVEMENTS AROUND THE HOUSE 
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The partnership between the Railway House and 

VCAL (Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) stu-

dents has been very positive for the students this 

year. Leaving the school grounds and walking to the 

house is beneficial for students who aren’t suited to 

long periods of sitting in classrooms and also pro-

vides a different perspective to what can otherwise 

be an insular experience. The students meet with a 

range of different community groups during the 

week and their social interactions have improved 

markedly over the year. A number of Railway House 

community members have commented to me about 

how they have watched the students slowly develop 

their social skills as they communicate with adults 

and children of diverse backgrounds and interests. 

Princes Hill Secondary College  is a very cramped 

place so the space of the Railway House affords our 

students opportunities to work on projects that they 

couldn’t do at school. The compost bins are a good 

example of this. We can collect food waste at school 

but there are no gardens 

to make or use compost 

in. By having the bins at 

the Railway House stu-

dents have been able to 

learn about composting 

and diverting landfill and 

then been able to use the 

compost on their own 

patch of garden. Similarly 

the students who are interested in gardening have 

planted their own fruit trees, herbs and vegetables 

and taken care of them during the year. This oppor-

tunity to follow an area of interest would be impos-

sible at school.  

The business opportunities for the students at the 

Railway House have also been fantastic. VCAL stu-

dents make up a small percentage of their respective 

year levels at PHSC and they often feel isolated at 

school.  The Helping Hands project has allowed stu-

dents to feel a sense of their own worth as people in 

the community need their help and want to employ 

them on a weekly basis.  

Similarly the coffee cart has been very successful for 

a number of students. 

One particular group of 

boys has developed some 

excellent skills and honed 

their business skills by 

serving coffee to the Rail-

way House community 

every day. Their willing-

ness to turn up there eve-

ry day (as well as some 

weekends and holidays) is evidence of the pride they 

derive from the business. Staff and students at the 

school can tend to be quite negative about the VCAL 

students but I have noticed a big shift in this regard 

from people commenting in a positive way about the 

projects that the class is undertaking.  

Furthermore students have benefited from working 

with the children in the playgroup on Tuesdays, vis-

iting the Asylum Seeker Service drop-off point at the 

Salvation Army, delivering the soft plastic recycling, 

collecting coffee grounds for composting from local 

cafes, meeting with the gardening group and more. 

The variety in jobs for them to do allows students to 

choose their task for the day in their area of interest 

or capability. Some of our students have complex 

mental health conditions and difficult emotional 

lives – the gentle pace of the Railway House and 

choice of tasks is something that we couldn’t possi-

bly replicate in the classroom.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely 

thank Alison, Lisa and Tania for their support and 

patience with the VCAL students. Their generosity 

and good humour has contributed enormously to 

the success of our first year in partnership. 

Sue Tyrie 
VCAL Coordinator 

VCAL STUDENTS AT RAILWAY HOUSE 
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Last year Railway House identified that the devel-
opment of programs and activities for children 
was an important area on which to focus and I am 
very pleased to report that in 2018, thanks to 
funding from the RE Ross Trust and the Inner 
North Foundation, we have been able to run sev-
eral after school programs for children which have 
been hugely successful. 

At the end of 2017 we successfully negotiated 
with the RE Ross Trust a change in purpose for the 
funding which had been granted to Railway House 
12 months prior for a Multicultural Playgroup. 
With families attending the playgroup preferring a 
parent-led playgroup, which could operate at min-
imal cost, Railway House requested that the re-
maining funds from the grant be used to fund 
after school and school holiday activities for older 
children, specifically, those children from the Pub-
lic Housing Estate opposite Railway House. This 
request was accepted.  

Also at the end of 2017, Railway House was suc-
cessful in obtaining a grant of $4,800 from the In-
ner North Foundation as part of the Young 
Changemakers Program. This program is run by 
the Inner North Foundation in partnership with 
the Clifton Hill / North Fitzroy Community Bank, 
and aims to engage young people in research, 
strategic thinking and decision making relating to 
the allocation of funds to support charitable activi-
ties. Railway House was one of three local organi-
sations to be chosen by students from Fitzroy High 
School to receive funding. 

Thanks to this funding Railway House has been 
able to run several after-school programs at low or 
no cost this year, enabling children from low-
income families to participate in after school rec-
reational activities that they might otherwise not 
have the opportunity to participate in. As well as 
attending our long standing Learning Club on 
Mondays after school, children from the Princes 
Hill Housing Estate have also been able to partici-
pate in and Art Class on Tuesdays, Soccer Clinic on 
Wednesday, Girls’ Exercise Class on Thursdays and 
Karate on Saturdays. It has been such a pleasure 
to see the enthusiasm of the children, running 
over to the House every day after school ready for 

their class to start. As well as providing the oppor-
tunity to gain new skills, these programs have 
without a doubt contributed to a strong sense of 
social inclusion and cohesion, with children from 
the wider community also participating in the pro-
grams. 

The success of our Children’s Programs this year 
demonstrates the need for these programs and 
the importance of securing funding so that we can 
continue to provide them in the future.    

Alison Beck 
Manager 

CONNECTING CHILDREN TO RAILWAY HOUSE 

 

“I’m part of a lovely community. I go to Learning 

Club, Soccer, Art Class and Karate at the Neigh-

bourhood House. I enjoy practicing my skills and 

getting ahead in my homework. At Learning Club 

after I’ve done my reader, I play Chess with Fin. If I 

didn’t have the Neighbourhood House I would be 

sad.”  

Chase, 8 years old   
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The gardening group ran a series of low cost, 
ticketed events during the year in partnership 
with Michael and Tara from Lygon Street Nurse-
ry. There were lots of plants on display and 
many questions followed on from Michael and 
Tara’s presentation, covering plant selection, 
care and maintenance.  Indoor plants, balcony 
gardens and courtyard gardens were the focus, 
as so many of us garden in small, urban spaces. 
People also walked away with lots of inspiring 
ideas on ways to display their indoor plants. The 
events were held on Friday evenings from 6:00 
pm and were well attended. 

The gardening group have continued to meet 
monthly on the first Tuesday of the month for 
routine maintenance of the scented garden 
bed running along-
side the old bocce 
courts. We were de-
lighted to have 
some VCAL students 
from Princes Hill 
Secondary College 
assist with watering 
in the hotter 
months.  Students 
were interested in 
sustainability issues, 
putting theory into 
practice through a 
practical composting project.  They have en-
joyed experimenting with a patch of earth just 
outside Pavilion, growing some leafy greens for 
the community lunches, setting up a closed 
composting system and planting a lemon tree.  
It’s been great to share some of the gardening 
tasks with them and we thank them for their 
generosity and energy.  

The garden group has been actively lobbying 
Council for a shared neighbourhood garden 
to be developed on the disused bocce site.  In 
March 2017, Council ran an open community 
consultation at Railway House.  Further dis-
cussion with groups identified as stakeholders 
was held in April. The reason for the consulta-
tion was to ask the local community if the 
bocce courts should be redeveloped, and if 

so, for what purpose?   

Following the consultation a final recommenda-
tion was considered by Councillors at an Ordi-
nary Meeting of Council on 5 June 2018. The 
recommendation was that ‘the conversion of 
the court area for a shared growing space and 
the retention of one lane for bocce, presents an 
option that satisfies the majority future vision of 
those who participated in the consultation.’ 
Council officers were authorized to prepare a 
licence agreement over the site to Railway 
House ‘to improve the site and manage the site 
for gardening purposes on behalf of the commu-
nity.’ All 9 Councillors voted in favour of the pro-
posal.  The whole report is quite lengthy and is 
available on the City of Yarra website (see past 
Council meetings, Agenda, June 5, 2018).   

Since that meeting Railway House subcommittee 
has attended a series of meetings with Council to 
collaborate on the design and management struc-
tures for the future neighbourhood garden.  

One of the defining aspects of the proposed 
garden is that there will be no private plots – 
this was a strongly held view in our communi-
ty and has the support of both the gardening 
group and Railway House.  

The draft design shall be exhibited on site for 
a four week period prior to being approved by 
officers as part of the process for preparing a 
licence agreement.  

Railway House also looks for opportunities to 
apply for grant money to assist with funding a 
garden.  

There are many talented people in our com-
munity giving their time and expertise freely 
to work on the garden project and we are 
very appreciative of their assistance. Railway 
House has also received tremendous encour-
agement and support from our City of Yarra 
Councillors and we thank them for their time, 
care and vision.  

Jenny Gardner 
Convener, Railway House Gardening Group 

GARDENING GROUP REPORT  
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Throughout 2017 it became clear to Railway 

House staff that improvement was needed in re-

gards to our connection with, and programs 

offered to, children, youth and families.  

In regards to youth specifically, Railway House 

staff identified that there was a group of young 

people who reside at the Princes Hill Housing Es-

tate opposite Railway House regularly coming to 

the House after school to use the Wi-Fi. 

Over the January holidays I met with Yarra Youth 

Services (YYS) and as a result of this meeting Rail-

way House was able to build a partnership with 

the organisation, with YYS Services offering to pro-

vide a Youth Worker to run a weekly program for 

young people at the House facilitated by a Youth 

Worker. Initially the focus was on fitness. Alissia, 

who is an experienced youth worker with a fitness 

background, utilised her fitness equipment to pro-

vide young people with the opportunity to engage 

in fitness related activities in a relaxed and sup-

portive environment. 

Over the course of the year, however, the teen 

fitness group has evolved into a youth drop in pro-

gram where young people can come and play 

games such as pool and table soccer, participate in 

fitness and just chill out in a safe and supported 

space. They have also very much enjoyed partici-

pating in cooking with Alissia, making something 

different every week in the kitchen which they are 

happy to share with anyone around!   

The relationship that we built with these young 

people has also led to them being referred to a 

local community basketball program, Helping 

Hoops, which is attending by 2 or 3 of them every 

week. 

The number of young people attending our Youth 

Drop In Session has steadily increased from 3 or 4 

regulars to 7 or 8, and we hope to continue this 

program in the future (dependent on funding). In 

less than a year Railway House has been able to 

engage local young people which we hope will be 

beneficial for them and the whole community now 

and into the future.  

Tania Jorquera 

Community Development Worker 

 

 

 

ENGAGING LOCAL YOUTH 
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The 2017-18 year saw the service return a surplus 
of $4,661. This was a solid result and helped to 
consolidate the organisation’s sound financial po-
sition. The ability of the organisation to break 
even or make a small surplus is very much de-
pendent on attracting a number of small philan-
thropic grants each year. We have been fortunate 
again this year in doing so. This requires a good 
deal of worker time and effort in designing new 
programs and applying for these grants.  

Our particular thanks to our funding partners in 
2017-18: Clifton Hill/North Fitzroy Community 
Bank – Branch of Bendigo Bank, Inner North Com-
munity Fund, The Mercy Foundation and The RE 
Ross Trust.  

Venue Hire receipts continue to provide a signifi-
cant income stream to help fund our low cost pro-
grams.  

Thanks to the Committee of Management and 
staff for their efforts at fundraising. Thanks also to 
our trivia night sponsors and the community 
members who attended.  

The audited financial statement for 2017-18 pro-
vides a full picture of the organisation’s financial 
performance and position for the year ended 30th 
June 2018. 

We would like to thank our core funders for their 
ongoing support of the house and our programs. 
Grants were provided by The City of Yarra 
($61,738) Department of Health & Human Ser-
vices ($75,489) and ACFE ($13,725).  

I would like to thank the staff of the house for 
their efforts this year in securing new sources of 
funding for our programs and in containing costs. 
Finally, a big thank you to the committee of man-
agement for assisting me in my role as Treasurer.   

 

Medhat Koloda 

Treasurer  

 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  FUNDING ORGANISATIONS  

SUPPORTERS 

And the many local businesses in Carlton North 

who generously donated goods or services for 

our Trivia Night Fundraiser.   
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North Carlton Railway Neighbourhood House 

20 Solly Avenue 

Princes Hill 3054 

9380 6654 

admin@railwayneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 

www.railwayneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 


